HOW DO I PICK THE RIGHT VETERINARIAN FOR ME AND MY PETS?
Let’s face it – the veterinarian you select is NOT just the one that is right for your pet.  It also has to be the right fit for you and your personal preferences.  We have long been taught in veterinary medicine that the pet doesn’t make the phone call or pay the bill at the Veterinary clinic.  

1. Price – selecting your veterinarian should not be on price alone.  Veterinary care needs to be within your means but the least expensive care is not necessarily the best value for you or your pet.  Quality veterinary care is much like any other decision you make – the VALUE, not the bottom line is how you need to look at this.  The old adage “You get what you pay for” holds true here as well as in most other medical decisions.  I surely would not select the least expensive or most expensive dentist to do the work on my children’s teeth, I am not going to recommend you select the lowest price for a surgical procedure for your pet either.

2. Quality of care – This is difficult for you as an owner to assess. Your pet can’t tell you if they were hospitalized on a cold cage floor or if they had a warmed bed with a fluffy towel!  But you can and should ask for a tour of the hospital “in the back” so YOU can see if it is clean, how the pets are handled etc.  Sometimes, a tour will need to be scheduled in advance if the hospital schedule cannot accommodate you at that exact time, but be ware if you are NOT allowed to see the surgery and housing areas of the hospital. 
3. Location – sometimes driving a little further makes a lot of sense.  A few extra minutes on the road can pay off if you find the level of veterinary care and veterinary philosophy you are seeking.

4. Value – Are the services you are receiving the best value?  Does your veterinarian assist you in deciding how to get the most for the money you are spending?  Are services being duplicated?  Are they assisting you in the complete health care of your dog?  Are they advising you about nutrition and nutritional supplements?  Exercise and conditioning? Grooming needs? Dental health care? Vaccinations and other preventive care?
5. Needs - Are the services being provided meeting your needs? Not all veterinarians are trained or are interested in the same area of the field, just as in physicians or dentists. Call or visit the hospital you may wish to take your pets to. If you have only birds and snakes, you will want to find a veterinarian and staff skilled in exotic pet care. If you have a geriatric pet, you may wish to find a veterinarian who enjoys working with pets of this age. You may wish to have other philosophical needs of your own met such as treating your pet holistically or nutritionally. If you like to ask in-depth questions, be certain you find a veterinarian who can take the time or has staff trained to address your specific concerns.  
6.
 Word of mouth continues to be the way most of us find our health care professionals and veterinarians are no exception. Ask your family members, people you work with or who your children go to school with. And then, do your homework. Call the office for a visit or a list of questions to be sure your pet’s veterinarian IS the right fit for both of you!

